
 

 

 

 

CITY OF EATON RAPIDS 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

AGENDA 

 

June 14, 2023 

7:00 p.m., City Hall, 200 S. Main Street 

 

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Approval of the Agenda 

4. Public Comments- This item on the agenda is for the public to present comments to or to ask 

questions of the Zoning Board of Appeals.  If you have comments and questions concerning a Public 

Hearing on the Agenda, please hold it until the Public Hearing has been opened.  Questions or 

comments regarding other items on the Agenda will also be taken during consideration of a specific 

item.  Anyone wishing to speak should raise their hand to be recognized, and when recognized by 

the Chairperson, should stand, give their name, and address and proceed with their comment or 

questions. 

5. Public Hearing: 

6. 209 N. Donegal Street - Review application for variance submitted by Scott Paradis, Eaton Rapids, 

Michigan. Requesting a variance for Article XVIII, Section 18.20 - Accessory Buildings and Structures 

(A) Accessory building located no closer than 10 feet to any main building, for parcel no. 300-061-

000-610-00.  Homeowner seeks to construct garage/shed 7.6 feet from garage.  

7. Old Business:  None 

8. New Business:  None 

9. Reports: 

a. Planning Commission 

b. Staff 

10. Adjournment 

 

 



 

Zoning Board of Appeals 

Communication 
 

 

 

TO:             Zoning Board of Appeals 

 

FROM:     LeRoy Hummel 

 

SUBJECT:          June 14, 2023 meeting 

 

 

The Zoning Board of Appeals will be considering one request.  The request is to consider a variance to 

place an accessory building (shed) closer to the principal building.  

 

209 N. Donegal St. – Mr. Scott Paradis is requesting a variance to place an 8 ft. by 16 ft. detached shed 

on an existing concrete parking area in the north side yard. Because the parking area is raised above the 

grade it would place the shed 7 ft. 2 inches from the attached garage side of the principal building and 3 

plus feet from the north property line. There are other areas in his rear yard he could place the building, 

it just wouldn’t be as convenient for what he would prefer.  

 

Please make time to drive by this property, if the board has any questions or concerns, please contact 

me. 517.604.0732, 517.237.3799.  
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Sec. 18.20. Accessory Buildings and Structures. 

Accessory buildings and structures, except as otherwise permitted in this Ordinance, shall be subject to the 

following regulations:  

A. General standards. 

 1. Accessory buildings, structures and uses are permitted only in connection with, incidental to and 

on the same lot with a principal building, structure, or use which is permitted in the particular 

zoning district. An accessory building, structure, or use must be in the same zoning district as the 

principal building, structure, or use on a lot.  

2. No accessory building, structure, or use shall be occupied or utilized unless the principal structure 

to which it is accessory is occupied or utilized. No accessory building, structure, or use may be 

placed on a lot without a principal building, structure, or use.  

3. Where the accessory building is structurally attached to a main building, it shall be subject to and 

must conform to all regulations of this Ordinance applicable to main or principal buildings.  

4. All accessory buildings, structures and uses combined shall cover no more than fifty (50) per cent 

of any rear yard, subject to setback, lot coverage, and other standards of this Ordinance. 

Accessory buildings shall not be erected in any required front yard. In no instance shall such a 

building be nearer than three (3) feet to any adjoining lot line or street right-of-way. In no 

instance shall an accessory building or structure, excluding garages exceed one hundred twenty 

(120) square feet.  

5. No detached accessory building shall be located closer that ten (10) feet to any main or principal 

building.  

6. In the case of double frontage lots, accessory buildings shall observe front yard requirements on 

both street frontages wherever there are any principal buildings fronting on such streets in the 

same block or adjacent blocks.  

7. In the case of an accessory building located in the rear yard on a corner lot, the side lot line of 

which is substantially a continuation of the required front yard setback of the lot to its rear, such 

accessory building shall be set back from the streets side at least as far as the required front yard 

setbacks of the lot at the rear of the subject corner lot.  

8. No accessory building may be closer than five (5) feet to any other accessory building.  

B. Garages. 

 1. In any residential district, no garage shall be erected closer to the side lot line than the permitted 

distance for the dwelling, unless the garage is completely to the rear of the dwelling, in which 

event the garage may be erected five (5) feet from any interior side lot line. No garage or portion 

thereof, shall extend into the required front yard area. Attached garages of fireproof construction 

may be erected to extend beyond the front line of the house in those areas which are being 

developed according to a common plan that includes the construction of attached garages 

extending beyond the front line of the house, provided that such garages shall not encroach in or 

upon the minimum front yard required by this Ordinance, and provided further, that the cornice, 

eaves, or overhang shall not extend more than six (6) inches into the required front or side yard.  

2. A garage may occupy not more than fifty (50) per cent of a required rear yard, provided that in 

no instance shall the building exceed seven hundred sixty-eight (768) square feet, nor exceed 

fourteen (14) feet in height. No garage shall be constructed upon or moved to any parcel of 
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property until the principal building thereon, or intended to be placed thereon, is at least two-

thirds (⅔) completed.  

3. On a corner lot, the entrance to the garage shall not be less than eight (8) feet from the lot line 

adjacent to the street, except as otherwise permitted herein.  

4. In the case of double frontage lots, garages shall observe front yard requirements on both street 

frontages wherever there are any principal buildings fronting on such streets in the same block or 

adjacent blocks.  

C. Swimming pools. Swimming pools, (below ground or above ground) which contain twenty-four (24) 

inches or more of water depth at any point, shall be enclosed by a solid or impervious fence or 

enclosure approved by the building inspector surrounding the device sufficient to make such device 

inaccessible to small children. Such fence or enclosure, including the gates, shall not be less than four 

(4) feet above grade or otherwise made inaccessible to small children, from the outside.  

Swimming pools, shall comply with the required side yard setbacks as specified in Article XVII. No such 

device shall be permitted in any required front yard.  

D. Mechanical equipment. Mechanical equipment, such as blowers, ventilating fans, and air conditioning 

units, shall be placed not closer than three (3) feet to any lot line in any business district, and not closer 

than six (6) feet in all other districts.  

E. Flagpoles. Flagpoles in nonresidential districts shall not exceed one hundred (100) feet in height and 

may be illuminated provided the source of illumination is designed, located, and shielded to prevent 

glare onto adjacent properties, and shall be arranged to prevent adverse affects on motorist visibility 

on adjacent rights-of-way. Flagpoles in residential districts shall adhere to the same, except that they 

may not exceed forty (40) feet in height.  
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