City of Eaton Rapids
Zoning Board of Appeals

Meeting Minutes, May 14, 2025

1. Callto Order: Chairman Hetzer called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

2. Roll Call:

NAME PRESENT ABSENT NAME PRESENT ABSENT

Chair Hetzer X Member Lehto X  Excused
Vice Chair Miller X Alternate Freer X  Excused
Secretary Baker X Alternate Kopak X

Member Williams X
Also present were Building Official Hummel and Financial Specialist Leigh Tyler.
3. Approval of the Agenda:

Chair Hetzer moved to approve the agenda and Vice Chair Miller seconded. Motion carried to
approve the agenda as presented.

4. Approval of the March 17, 2025 Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting minutes:
Vice Chairman Miller moved to approve the March 17, 2025 Minutes and Member Williams
seconded. Motion carried to approve the minutes as presented.

5. Public Comments:
Public comments were opened at 7:02 pm and closed at 7:03 pm — as there were no public
comments.

6. Public Hearing
Eaton Rapids Medical Center (1500 South Main Street, Eaton Rapids, M1 48827) is requesting a main
identification sign variance, Article XXII, Sections 22.40 A and 22.45 B. The proposed sign is similar in
size and height to the existing sign. The proposed sign is 7 foot 6 inches tall and has an area of 44
square feet. A height variance of 1 foot 6 inches and an area variance of 19 square feet would be
required for the proposed sign. The current sign was permitted by the City in 2013 but no approvals
for a larger sign from the ZBA or the Planning Commission have been located. The property is zoned
residential and Section 22.45 SIGNS IN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS (B) applies to this property. A 25
square foot and 6 foot high sign is allowed, a hospital fits into this section. This section does not
specify which type of sign is allowed such as a pole or monument. If the hospital was in a General
Business district, as the properties across the street are, they would be allowed a ground sign / pole
sign of 75 square feet and a height of 20 feet with a minimum clearance of 8 feet. Even then, a
variance for the ground clearance would be required as the bottom of the proposed sign is 20 inches



above the ground. Eaton Rapids Medical Center has applied to be within the General Business
District.

Tim Johnson, John Sabbadin and Pamela Colestock (all of ERMC) came to the podium. They stated
that they needed to replace their sign that had stopped working. The signage was still there but it
no longer lights up. They stated that they were granted a variance in 2013 for this sign from the city
but neither party had documentation. Tim Johnson stated that ERMC is a major heating and cooling
center location and they need their sign up and running to advertise this as well as other public
service announcements.
James Dunnley (Spicerville Highway) came to the podium and stated that he has been having issues
with ERMC not cleaning up their properties and their drains. He addressed the many accidents that
have happened at the corner of West and Spicerville Highway. He said that they should clean up
their issues before they are issued any approvals.
Vice Chairperson Brandy Miller said that she doesn’t think that we can approve a variance without
approval from MDOT (the property owner) as the sign would be located in the MDOT right of way.
John Sabbadin stated that they are waiting for the permit to put the new sign in the MDOT right of
way.
Vice Chair Miller moved to postpone the application for this variance to the June 11, 2025 Zoning
Board meeting and encouraged ERMC to bring permission or a permit from MDOT allowing the sign
to be in their right of way. Member Williams seconded the motion and the motion passed with all
members voting aye.

7. Old Business — None

8. Reports:
Building Official - Building Official Hummel stated that O’Reilly Auto Parts has started construction
on the old Rite Aid building. He stated that Taco Bell should have their site plan to us by 06/02/25
and that they will need a variance for their proposed pitched roof. Allen Edwin has sold all 12 of
their homes and has purchased 5 more lots and they still have 9 vacant lots to build on. Building
Official Hummel also stated that talks continue with the developer for the project just east of the
schools.
Planning Commission: Secretary Baker reports that during the last Planning Commission meeting
there was a Public Hearing regarding a tattoo studio at 117 East Knight Street. They made their
recommendation to City Council that her request be approved with the conditions that she meet the
State of Michigan guidelines and her licensing be approved for that location.

Vice Chair Miller moved that we adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by Chairman Hetzer. All
members voted aye and the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 pm

Minutes Recorded by:
Ceigh Tylev
Financial Gpecialist
Cilyy ofy Eaten Rapids



