THE CITY OF

CHANGES IN UTILITY POLICY AND PARTICIPATION IN
THE MICHIGAN LOW-INCOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE FUND (LIEAF)

In December 2024, Michigan approved changes to the Michigan Low-Income Energy Assistance Fund
(LIEAF), expanding eligibility and funding for the Michigan Energy Assistance Program (MEAP). The new
law requires all utilities in the state of Michigan to either participate in MEAP or establish their own assistance
program that must follow the state’s guidelines. The City of Eaton Rapids will be participating with MEAP.

What Is LIEAF?

LIEAF was created to fund the Michigan Energy Assistance Program (MEAP), which assists low-income
households with energy efficiency education and self-sufficiency services. The fund is supported by a small
charge on electric billing meters, as mandated by the Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC).

What This Means for You

Effective with your October 2025 utility bill, you will see a monthly charge of $1.25 per electric meter. This
charge:
¢ Is not optional and applies to all Michigan electric utilities.

+ Is limited to one charge per residential site, regardless of how many meters are present.
o Will appear as a separate line item on your electric bill labeled as “Low-Income Asst Fund.”

Where Does the Money Go?

e Funds collected are sent directly to MEAP to manage and distribute aid to qualified applicants.
e The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) and the MPSC oversee the
distribution to ensure that assistance reaches residents in proportion to what their area contributes.

Program Goals

¢ Ensure statewide access to energy assistance programs.
o Support education and outreach to promote energy efficiency and self-reliance.

¢ Promote collaboration between agencies, utilities, and local communities to better serve those in need.

For more information or to find out if you qualify for assistance, please visit:

e Michigan Dept. of Health & Human Services (MDHHS): (844) 464-3774 or www.michigan.gov/mdhhs
e Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC): www.michigan.gov/mpsc

e Capital Area Community Services (CACS) — (517) 543-5465
e Dial 2-1-1

Additional Change - Shutoffs

e Beginning November 1, 2025, the City of Eaton Rapids will issue utility shutoffs for nonpayment
year-round.
o A 2025 - 2026 Energy Assistance Programs list is available here: https://www.cityofeatonrapids.gov/resources/.
o If you have questions, please contact City Hall at (517) 663-8118 or email info@cityofeatonrapids.gov.
Thank you for your continued support as we work together to strengthen our community.
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